WORKPLACE TEAMS

Nursing Scholarship
Honors Mary Ellen Giangrieco

The Giangrieco family is clear about why they are establishing the Mary
Giangrieco Memorial Nursing Scholarship at the Community Foundation.
Several family members have chosen careers in healthcare. Mary’s daughter,
Maureen explains, “My brother Michael and I thought, what better way to
honor our mother, than to help launch young nurses, and see them step into
her field of work. Especially now when the need for nurses is so pressing.”

Mary Ellen Giangrieco passed away in July, 2023 at age 94. She had a forty
plus year nursing career after graduating from Binghamton City Hospital
School of Nursing in 1950. She was a Registered Nurse at Binghamton
General Hospital Emergency Room, and later worked as an Occupational

Health Supervisor at Singer Link until her retirement in 1994. Mary was
born in Hallstead in 1929, a child of the Great Depression. She began
working at age 14, which was not uncommon at that time, especially after the
death of her father when she was young. Her daughter, Maureen says, “I think
that’s where all of us get our work ethic. Our mother was unflappable, soft spoken,
humble and stoic, but had quite a good sense of humor.”

Mary was always very generous and involved in the life of her community. Each
Christmas, the family adopted a needy family to help. In addition to raising her

own three children, Mary served as a Girl Scout Assistant Leader and participated
in camping trips. She also chaperoned a class trip to Washington DC. She enjoyed
and adored her Bichon companions, and made jellies from local berries she picked.
She loved attending her grandson, John’s every athletic event. Maureen recalls,
“She was a doer.”

So, it’s not surprising that Mary’s daughter, a retired Physician Assistant, wants to
participate in the scholarship process at the Community Foundation. She’s looking
forward to reviewing the applications and selecting the first recipient. Any donor
interested in local health care, is welcome to join the Giangrieco family in funding
the Mary Giangrieco Memorial Nursing Scholarship.

Online donations of any amount can be made easily

at community-foundation.org.
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