Donley Legacy
Gives & Grows

One of this Community Foundation’s
first major educational gifts arrived

in 2006. After twenty years in our
care, it is stronger than ever. It was a
fully developed trust fund valued at
$360,000 that had been created from
the estate of the Donley family of New
Milford. When Harry Donley, the last
family sibling, passed away in 2004,
his Will directed that any remainder in
the estate be used to create a college
scholarship to benefit a graduate of Blue
Ridge School District. That generous
Legacy names and memorializes all
four Donley siblings: Harry, Josephine,

Maurice and Paul.

In accordance with the Donley family’s
wishes, each year their endowment
generates up to $5,000 in college
financial assistance for a Blue Ridge
High School graduate. Recipients have
a huge incentive to maintain a grade
point average of at least 3.0. If they do,
they become eligible over each of the
next three years to receive an additional
$5,000 scholarship annually, for a
possible total of $20,000.

Attorney Michael Giangrieco of
Montrose represented the Donley
estate with William Lewis, also of
Montrose, serving as Financial Advisor.
From 2006 to 2026, through prudent
professional investment and “the
miracle of compounding interest”, the
Donley Family Memorial Scholarship
has grown in value to over $450,000,
even as it bestows generous recurring

scholarships each year.





